How to reduce plastic waste
for schools and colleges.

Single use plastic is everywhere and within a school setting the main areas

of concern are, classrooms, dining halls and sports fields/ events. If the
pupils and staff are motivated to reduce plastic waste considerable
environmental and cost benefits can be achieved. It requires the school to
adopt a sustainable ethos from the top down and for everyone, from staff to
pupils, to understand they all have a role to play.




Key Steps for change are as follows:

ASSESS the current situation and collect data to find the baseline
from which to start.

IDENTIFY one area to tackle at a time.

COUNT the number of units items used per day. week, month and
what this costs the school per item and for disposal.

FIND alternative items, eg ceramic plates, reusable china bowls, refill
bottles etc

EDUCATE the school to make everyone aware of the reason for
switching to a reusable alternative. Use posters, assembly talks etc

IMPLEMENT the change over

MONITOR the switch and assess losses and breakages etc.

MOVE on to the next challenge. V

O Buckinghamshire recycles




